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LOCATION*    In  Pender  County,  North  Carolina,  I  miles  North  of  Bur«?aw#  "  nesttfAgri 

HISTORY*     Begun  by  the  Subsistence  Homesteads,  Department  of  Interior,  official 

approval  December  20,  1933.  Taken  over  by  the  Farm  Security  Administration 
in  1937.    The  project  contains  a  total  of  9,S00  acres. 

PURPOSE  OF  PROJECT*    The  project  is  intended  to  relocate  low-income  and  destitute 

tenant  farms  on  small  farms,  and  to  give  them  a  chance  to 
supplement  their  farm  income  by  wages  earned  in  a  hosiery 
mill  established  in  the  cos^unity. 

PROJECT  DESCRIPTION t  One  hundred  and  ninety-five  farm  units  have  been  completed, 

of  -which  164  are  now  occupied*    The  average  farm  at  Fenderlea 
consists  of  28  acres.    Farms  are  grouped  around  a  community 
center*    Every  farm  has  a  dwelling,  a  chicken  house  with 
fenced-in  run,  a  barn,  poultry  house,  smokehouse,  sanitary 
privy,  and  a  movable  hog  house  and  pump  house.    All  dwellings 
are  white  with.  :^reen  roof  and  blinds.    The  homes  are  one- 
story  four,  five,  and  six— room  dwellings  of  frame-dropsiding 
con struct! on.    They  are  mounted  on  brick  tiers  with  roofs  of 
creosoted  cedar  shingles,  ceiliras  of  celotex,  walls  of 
six  to  eight-inch  tongue  and  grooved  pine  board,  and  floors 
of  scraped  and  oiled  pine.    Most  of  the  houses  have  bathroom, 
built-in  cabinets  in  the  kitchen,  a  sewerage  system  consist- 
ing of  septic  tank  and  drain  field,  a  water  system  consisting 
of  pump  house,  well,  electric  pump,  and  pressure  tank,  a 
hot  water  tank,  fireplace,  and  screened-in  work  porch. 

Flowers,  shrubbery,  and  close-clipped  lawns  make  the  simple 
homes  attractive.    Each  heme  is  located  on  a  road  leading  to 
the  conciunity  center. 

One  of  the  finest  rural  schools  in  North  Carolina  stands  at 
the  south  end  of  the  horseshoe-shaped  center.    It  is  flanked 
on  the  east  by  the  auditorium,  the  teacherage,  admini  strati  on 
building,  educational  shops,  and  the  vegetable  packing  shed. 
On  the  west  is  the  gymnasium,  economics  and  social  building, 
cooperative  store,  end  potato  storage  house. 

HOMESTEADERS*    Most  of  the  families  are  low-income  but  industrious  farm  tenants, 

farm  laborers,  and  sharecroppers  from  the  immediate  area.  Provision 
is  made  for  every  family  to  have  a  garden,  at  least  one  brood  sow, 
and  a  ndlk  cow.    For  home  use,  each  farm  has  fruit  trees  to  furnish 
a  family  supply  of  fruit  from  May  to  September.    Each  farm  has  enough 
corn  and  hay  storage  to  take  care  of  feed  needs. 

Cash  income  is  derived  from  the  rrowing  of  tobacco,  sweet  potatoes, 
strawberries,  bulbs,  firs,  cucumbers,  an:'  many  other  truck  crops, 
as  well  as  from  employment  in    v>e  hosiery  mill. 


This  project  was  initiated  to  enable  low-incoac  tenant  and  sharecropper 
families  in  this  eastern  seaboard  area  to  heeo&e  self-sufficient  in  a  coabjjoa- 
tion  a^rico-indufi  trial  <wrx?jni%"»    /TOtferlaa  ©traces  193  far»  unite  averar£ag 
about  20  acres  each  which  spread  out  in  all  directions  from  the  cojsrrunitsr 
center*   Near  the  coissaiaitgr  center  stands  a  new,  sjodem  hosiery  jsdlll  earned 
(with  the  help  of  a  govemraent  loan)  If  an  association  of  the  hoaaataaders, 
and  operated  hj  a  lar^e  private  hosiery  iaanufaotur®r# 

All  farsaa  on  renderl©&  are  individually'  oparatad,  but  the  hones  taatiera 
hava  cooperative  associations  through  which  they  carry  on  a  gpod  deal  of  their 
buying  and  selling,  operate  their  oost&ir&t^  ti>verrwitt  and  control  their 
hosiery  wf&tk  enterprise*   the  project  boasts  one  of  the  ms%  collet©  eona*- 
nity  centers  in  the  South.   Flanking  a  hersoahae  oourt  in  the  heart  of  the 
project  are  a  fine,  new  school  buildin  ,  an  adalniatratlcn  building,  a  |pp 
nasiua,  a  teacheraga,  a  large  auditorium,  educational  buildings,  a  social  center, 
a  cooperative  store  (operated  by  the  heaesteaders  association),  a  potato 
storage  house  and  a  vegetable  packing  shed* 

Fanderlea  lends  itself  easily  to  inspection*   2ha  atMM&fy  buildings  are 
close  together  and  visitors  can  see  a  roiabar  of  ooBasmitgr  aetlvltlaa  taking 
place  in  sam  part  of  the  ooasxnit$r  confer  at  any  tin®*    2ha  farm  units  are 
snail  and  can  oaaily  be  paced,  gifts®  an  exceptionally  intereatinc  close-up  of 
the  aabacco  culture  at  this  ttm  of  the  year*   The  operations  of  the  new  hosiery 
.■ai.ll  are  likewise  very  interesting* 

Pender  lea  Hoaesteads  is  located  in  i>ender  county,  eight  /ailes  north  of 
Itarrsw,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  state* 


